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SUBJECT: SANITATION PROBLEM AT NOGALES, SONORA 
REF: MEXICO 7733 

1 . PLEASE TRANSMIT TO FONSEC NOTE ESSENTIALLY ALONG THE 
FOLLOWING LINES. 

2. THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PRESENTS 
ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE SECRETARIAT OF FOREIGN RELATIONS 
AND HAS THE HONOR TO REFER TO A SANITATION PROBLEM AND 
HEALTH HAZARD CAUSED BY THE CONTINUED FLOW OF SEWAGE ON 
THE SURFACE FROM THE CITY OF NOGALES, SONORA, INTO THE CITY 
OF NOGALES, ARIZONA. 

3. SUCH SURFACE FLOWS HAVE OCCURRED ON FOUR SEPARATE 
OCCASIONS IN THE LAST THREE YEARS. THE MOST RECENT OCCUR- 
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RENCE HAS PERSISTED SINCE OCTOBER, 1977. THUS, ALTHOUGH 
THE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION CONSTRUCTED 
IN 1951 AN INTERNATIONAL PLANT FOR THE DISPOSAL OF SEWAGE 
FROM THESE ADJOINING COMMUNITIES AND ENLARGED IT IN 1970 
SO THAT ITS CAPACITY WOULD BE SUFFICIENT UNTIL 1996, THE 
TWO GOVERNMENTS ARE NOT OBTAINING THE SATISFACTORY SANITA- 
TION OPERATION THERE THAT THEY EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE. THE 
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REASONS, ACCORDING TO REPORTS OF A JOINT COMMISSION IN- 
SPECTION, ARE THAT THE CITY OF NOGALES, SONORA, HAS NOT 
CLEANED SEWERS CLOGGED BY SANDS DURING HEAVY RAINS IN 
OCTOBER, 1977, AND HAS NOT REHABILITATED ITS COLLECTION 
SYSTEM TO CONVEY ALL THE CITY'S WASTE WATERS TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL PLANT. AS A CONSEQUENCE, UNTREATED SEWAGE 
ORIGINATING IN NOGALES, SONORA, HAS BEEN FLOWING FOR 
SEVERAL MONTHS ON THE SURFACE INTO THE UNITED STATES AND 
PASSING THROUGH RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL SECTIONS OF THE 
CITY OF NOGALES, ARIZONA. 

4. DURING THE MEETING IN MAY OF THE SOCIAL WORKING GROUP 
OF THE CONSULTATIVE MECHANISM IT WAS OBSERVED BY OFFICIALS 
OF BOTH GOVERNMENTS THAT THE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND 
WATER COMMISSION HAD DONE EXCELLENT WORK AND MERITED THE 
CONTINUED CLOSE SUPPORT OF THE TWO FOREIGN OFFICES TO 
ENSURE THE NEEDED COOPERATION OF THE CONCERNED DOMESTIC 
AGENCIES OF THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. WITH THIS IN MIND, 

AND IN THE LIGHT OF THE PRIORITY CONCERN THAT THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE GIVEN TO BORDER SANITATION PROBLEMS, 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HOPES THAT THE SECRETARIAT OF 
FOREIGN RELATIONS WILL SEEK THE REMEDIAL ACTION BY APPRO 
PRIATE DOMESTIC AGENCIES THAT THE COMMISSION HAS FOUND IN 
ITS JOINT INSPECTIONS TO BE NECESSARY TO CORRECT AND PRE- 
VENT RECURRENCE OF THE PROBLEM AT NOGALES, SONORA. END TEXT. 
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5. PLEASE CONFIRM DATE OF DELIVERY AND POUCH COPY OF 
NOTE. VANCE 
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